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COACHES - CODE OF ETHICS
Philosophy

I understand that as a coach or official, I must be a positive role model for the players and parents, and that I will exert a tremendous influence, either good or bad, in the education of the players.  I will strive to instill in every child  a sense of self-esteem, responsibility, confidence, dignity, and self discipline, through an emphasis on fair play, teamwork, leadership, scholarship, respect, and the rules.

Practice and Game Prayer

I will begin and end each practice by praying with and for my team. I will begin each game with team prayer, with both our team and opposing team, and ask for God’s Blessings on both teams.  In the event of injury I will instruct each player to kneel and pray for the injured player. 

Winning

I will never place the value of winning, or my own personal satisfactions, above the value of instilling the highest desirable ideals of character and Christianity.

Planning

As a coach, I will devote time, thought, planning, and study to the rules of the game.  I will prepare a practice and game plan realizing that this will best enable me to teach team sports

Training for fun

I agree that Christian sports are intended to be enjoyable experiences for everyone involved and as a coach, I will set a fun tone for both practices and games.  I will also strive to create an environment that eliminates a child's fear of failure and promote the challenges of learning new skills. 

I will not use a tone voice or words that could be construed by parents or children as intimidation, abuse, name calling or un-Christian. I strive to only use language that would be considered uplifting and holy in my attempt to teach and coach.  

Responsibility

Coaches are totally responsible for their players, team’s staff, and spectators.  The Head Coach is totally responsible for instructing everyone on the league's expectations for game field behavior.

Drug, Alcohol and Tobacco

Coaches will take an active role in the prevention of drug, alcohol, and tobacco use, and under no circumstances will partake or allow these activities to occur during practices or games.

Opponents

As an example to the children, before and after the game, the Coaches will establish a Christian tone by exchanging friendly greetings.  I will teach the children that both teammates and opponents are entitled to be treated with respect and dignity, and if my team should lose, then their focus is on improving on their team's performance and not on what the other team, coach, or official did.

Officials

Officials will have the total respect and support of the coach.  A coach will not indulge in conduct that will incite players or spectators against the officials.  Public criticism of the officials, or touching of the officials is unethical and grounds for disciplinary.

Conduct with Children

I understand that it is inappropriate for me to take responsibility for other people's children unless there are two or more adults present.   I also understand that it is inappropriate for me to touch any children except on the arm.

Disciplinary Action for Violation of Codes of Ethics

I understand that an effort on my part to undermine these values is reason for my suspension from the league and if asked by the league will peacefully resign from my coaching.

I have read and agree to the above Codes of Ethics and will fully implement these Codes in my Coaching responsibility.

Coach _________________________________________________   Date _______

The Competitor’s Creed

I am a Christian first and last.
I am created in the likeness of
God Almighty to bring Him glory.
I am a member of Team Jesus Christ.
I wear the colors of the cross

I am a Competitor now and forever.
I am made to strive, to strain, 
to stretch and to succeed
in the arena of competition.
I am a Christian Competitor
and as such, I face my challenger
with the face of Christ.

I do not trust in myself.
I do not boast in my abilities
or believe in my own strength.
I rely solely on the power of God.
I compete for the pleasure of 
my Heavenly Father, the honor of Christ
and the reputation of the Holy Spirit.

My attitude on and off 
the field is above reproach-
my conduct beyond criticism.
Whether I am preparing,
practicing or playing;
I submit to God’s authority
and those He has put over me.
I respect my coaches, officials,
teammates and competitors
out of respect for the Lord.

My body is the temple of Jesus Christ.
I protect it from within and without.
Nothing enters my body that
does not honor the Living God.
My sweat is an offering to my Master.
My soreness is a sacrifice to my Savior.

I give my all – all of the time.
I do not give up. I do not give in.
I do not give out. I am the Lord’s warrior –
a competitor by conviction
and a disciple of determination.
I am confident beyond reason
because my confidence lies in Christ.
The results of my efforts
must result in His glory.

LET THE COMPETITION BEGIN.
LET THE GLORY BE GOD’S.

	10 Tips For Parents

	     Perhaps you have heard some horror stories about the overbearing "Little League" parents and coaches. A good experience for your child begins us: the parents of each player. It is up to us to make youth more enjoyable, and a greater learning experience for the kids. And, after all, no matter how much we enjoy it too, you sports are for the kids.
     We would like to share 10 thoughts on how to make this a better learning experience for you, too. We believe that these ideas will help to make the next few months more fun for your children, more enjoyable for you, and a heck of a lot easier on those people who volunteer their time and skills.
      We hope these ideas can help!!  

	1. Work with your child.
     There really is little more satisfying than going out at least a few evenings a week and playing ball with your kids. This gives quality time, and helps your child improve his/her skills (and, trust me, the better your child can play, the more she/he will enjoy the sport experience!). Some day, your child will look back fondly on the spring evenings spent playing catch with mom and dad. 
2. Get involved. 
     The program is run on a volunteer basis, and we can use all the help we can get. Anything you can do to pitch in will make the program run more smoothly, and will help all the kids, from helping out at tryouts, to scorekeeping or field preparation, to umpiring. If your child sees that what he is doing is important to you, he/she will learn that it is important to the kids, too.\

3.      If you love the game but can't be available often enough to coach, Umpiring is a great way to volunteer. In addition to making sports more satisfying experience for you (Presto, no more bad calls!), you will be able to teach your child some of the things that others (umpires!) look for in a game. And, CPBA provides all of the training anyone needs. Some people worry that they are not qualified--I say if you make a mistake remind them that you didn't get the job because you are uniquely qualified for it--you got it because you volunteered. Besides, even coaches and players make mistakes...the point is to learn and to have fun, and to teach kids that you care!!!

     Different coaches have different philosophies. Some believe in having players play all positions, some want players to become good at one. Some coaches place more emphasis on winning (and we can tell you, from experience, that players and parents tend to have more fun when they are winning). It is IMPORTANT to remember that your child's coach is not being paid; he is working for the love of the game and the kids. Let him be the coach! Don't argue and criticize if you think your child is being treated unfairly (as parents, it is natural to be very protective, but most coaches aren't discriminating). If you think there is a problem, discuss it with the coach AWAY from the ball field; chances are that you will see his point of view. The important thing is not to make an issue in front of the players; along with sports, they are learning to work as a team and to respect authority and experience...work not to ruin this teaching.
 
4. Show up for the games AND the practices. 
    In today's busy world it is sometimes hard to juggle schedules, but this is your child! I cannot begin to tell stories of kids we've seen who never tried to excel at sports, and invariably these kids were dropped off at practices and picked up afterwards, without the parent(s) ever watching a single practice. It's only a couple of times a week, a couple of months out of the year! The most irritating are the parents who don't ever watch practice (and, therefore, never understand the coaches philosophy), but will question (yell!) at a coaches decision during the game. Most people wouldn't dare to not show up for work and still tell the boss what's wrong with the company, but they will turn around and do just that with their child's' coach. 
5. Respect the rules! 
    This is one of the most important things the kids should be learning. If you don't agree with an umpires call, keep it to yourself. You did not buy a ticket and with it a right to complain. If there is a team rule that bothers you, well, its their team...not yours. If you think there is a serious problem, take it up with the coach or a League official on your own time, not your child's'. Rule of thumb: during practice or games, don't speak unless spoken to (except, of course, to cheer on ALL the kids).
6. Don't create pressure. 
    Just about every father dreams of his son becoming a major league star, but they are only children and deserve to enjoy the game as children. Don't expect more than they can deliver. Give positive encouragement, and be there when they need you. Besides, often a child in early years will lack certain skills, and blossom later on. Don't fight nature, or the kids. 
7. Losing is a normal result of competition - help your child learn to accept it. 
    No one likes to lose, but the nature of a team sport is that one team will always lose. Teach your child that he/she didn't lose, the team lost. And they lost to a team that just happened to play better that day. There is always next time, and the important thing is to learn from the defeats. One of life's most interesting truisms is that we learn more in failure than in success. Its okay to analyze why your team lost, and how they can do better next time. It's never okay to place blame! 
8. Have Fun!
   Sports should be a positive experience for everyone: kids, coaches, support staff, and parents. Winning is nice, but losing is inevitable. Being a star is fun, but being a bench player is just as important. As a coach don't get focused on winning as being the only way to have fun. If you can't enjoy the game without winning your are missing out on some of the best things about coaching. One of the most rewarding experiences possible is to take a player with little skill, no confidence in himself, and help him develop over the course of the season to the point he looks forward to his turns at bat because he knows he can succeed. That player who came to practice with his head hanging, now stands tall with pride and a big smile on his face. Take the opportunity to enjoy your child's' childhood, and to teach some important life lessons!! 
9. Don't panic if your child is injured. 
     There are occasions when players collide, or non-contact injuries occur. We are all concerned about our children's safety, but if your child suffers an injury, remember: kids are able to sustain a lot more than adults; and, coaches are probably familiar with the usual injuries. Let the coach handle the situation...he doesn't need a panicked parent to deal with. 
10. The program only gets better when people like you volunteer. 
    We can't stress this enough: VOLUNTEER...we need you. One of the biggest irritants we see is those who will not give their time, but are quick to criticize. If you can't be part of the solution, don't be part of the problem. If you think that something needs to be changed, get involved so that you can change it. Here's a few examples of how the program has been improved over the years by people who had an idea of how it could be better and stepped in and made it happen: 
- One person thought it was bad that 11-12 year olds were playing night games on school nights. He's doing the schedule now and eliminated those games. 
- A few years ago somebody decided that games would be more fun with fences around the fields. He became fields director and he arranged to rent the fencing that made it happen. 
- A couple of Mom's wanted healthier options in the snack bar: they're running it now and we have lot's more choices for those who don't want to live on just burgers for three months! 


	


